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Information, education, recreation, culture,

Community
This year, your donations
helped fund the
renovation of the lower
level Community Room,
redecorate the children’s
area, and purchase
many books, DVDs and
more for the community.
Thank you.
You can help us continue
to be the informational,
educational, cultural, and
recreational hub of the
community by donating
in any number of ways
including via our website,
by becoming a Friend of
the Library, or simply by
contributing.

Nearly every day I get to hear comments about what a
wonderful Library this is. My response is usually, “you
are absolutely right, this is a great Library thanks to
our great community.” For that is what our library is, a
little bit of every last piece of our community all rolled
together into one building.
Together, we are a community of crafters, farmers,
readers, singers, dancers, movie watchers, Yetis, and
every last thing in between. And, as a part of this rich
mix, it is my honor to be able to offer both a space to
reflect our diversity and the resources to celebrate it.
This past year had far too many highlights to recount
them all but some personal favorites included a learn
to knit program, taking part in the inaugural YetiFest,
singing at every single Wigglers storytime, and
endlessly chatting about great topics and books with
all of you. Altogether it has been a fantastic year
thanks to this fantastic community.
~ Ryan Deery, Director.

From the
President of
the Board
It's been quite a year. Virginia Roberts, our
Library Director for the past 8 years was named
director of the Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin
Library. Following a comprehensive search, we
selected Ryan Deery as our new Director -- his
first posting as such.
In short order Deery applied for and received a
$25,000 grant from the Robert C. Reinhardt
Foundation -- well known for its capital support of
rural libraries -- to stain and re-roof the building
and install a professional smoke detection system
linked to the Suttons Bay Bingham Fire
Department. That work will be competed by this
summer. Additionally, the Friends of the Library
voted to renovate the lower level meeting space
making it more comfortable, livable and efficient
for annual book sale logistics.
On the operating side -- unlike our friends in
Washington -- we have yet to master the trick of
spending money we don't have. So, while patron
demand continues to grow, administratively the
library has been operating on a carry-over budget
for the past several years. All the while we have
managed to pace -- in collection and technology -what you will find in the best of small, rural
libraries.
With Deery's energy and enthusiasm our adult
and children's events have improved and are
better attended than ever. The library is
becoming more active in community projects and
activities. The range of recent accomplishment
extends beyond such programs and capital
improvements -- into the colorful children's area
and its innovative living wall -- a must see for
patrons and visitors.
So I guess you could say the library has
transformed from living wall to living room. For
in its friendly, relaxed setting all are
welcome. Parents recognize it as a serene, safe
place -- stimulating for youngsters. Others are
amazed at what it has to offer in programs and
collection.
Not to put too fine a point on it, the library is a far
different place than it was a year ago. Not any
bigger. Just a whole lot better.
~ John Krug, President

The Board of Trustees for the Suttons Bay Bingham
District Library.
Left to right: Sue Gengtes, Susan Lee, Barbara Graves,
Clarence Heerema, Marge Johnson, John Krug.

Friends of the Library
Friends of the Library groups are independent,
non-profit, volunteer organizations that sponsor
fundraising and other activities on behalf of their local
libraries. That defines us for legal and tax purposes, but
what does it really mean?
Friends are local folks who support their library with
their donations of time and money. Through their
generosity and willingness to lend a helping hand (think
book sale!), in the past year the Friends have:









funded an updating of the CD collection
paid the license fees for Mango language learning
software and for Ancestry Library; they also offer
genealogical research assistance
decorated the library for the holiday season
gave the library a good spring cleaning
funded the renovation of the Community Room to do
away with it's "institutional" look and provided the
labor to paint it and the stairwell
funded the summer reading program

I've probably missed some things, but this should give
you an idea as to what we do. We are more than "the
book sale people" and invite you to our monthly
meeting; new faces are always welcome!
~ James Shannahan, President, Friends of the Library

What Is It All Worth?

It is challenging to calculate the value of
library services. Can you put a dollar amount
on finding that novel that makes you laugh
or cry? Can you quantify public computer
sessions used to fill out crucial job
applications? Or can you put a value on a
group of toddlers happily singing and
reading each week at story time?
Probably not.
Yet the Maine State Library has indeed
created a return on investment calculator to
help both libraries and the communities
they serve determine the value of at least
some library services. This calculator is
found on our website and was used to create
the following values.










26,255 items were checked out last year.
This is nearly identical to the year prior.
Of those items checked out, 19,680 were
books at a value of $591,000 (with an
average book cost of $30).
646 magazines were checked out at a
value of $2,584 (average cost of $4).
3,965 DVDs were checked out at a value of
$39,650 (average cost of $10).
1,157 audio books were checked out at a
value of $34,710 (average cost of $30).
450 Interlibrary loans were filled at a value
of $11,250 (average cost of $25).
5,200 hours of computer usage at a value
of $62,400 ($12 per hour is the estimated
cost of a computer, software, internet, and
maintenance for the life span of one
machine).

Total Value: $741,594 with just over
$26 spent for each person in our
service area in the past year. This is the
lowest per capita cost of the four
libraries in Leelanau County and well
below the state average of $39.56.

From the
Director
It has been a year of change and excitement for the
Library as well as a year of change and excitement
for me.
Having grown up in Petoskey but lived outside of
the state for close to eight years, I was positively
overjoyed to be given the opportunity to continue
doing what I love, serving the public as a librarian,
in the state and region I love. And, nine months
into my tenure as the Director of this fantastic
Library, that gratitude continues to grow.
Since August 1st of 2012 the Library has received a
new roof, a new exterior paint job, and a new look
in both our children’s area and our basement
community room thanks to grants, the Friends of
the Library, and countless donations.
We have also received new Library Board
Members, new Friends of the Library Board
members, and new volunteers. And of course, we
continue to receive wonderful new patrons
and inspirational new resources. All of this leads
me to say thank you to all of you for making it
happen!
Yet, we continue to strive to be the best Library we
can be by advancing the vision of this library as a
community center where culture, education,
community discussion, and a vibrant public space
meet the right materials and a helpful staff.
This vision also incorporates the needs brought to
light by the loads of feedback we received from the
community member survey. More open hours,
more programs, and ebooks were the biggest
demands reported in the survey. We are at work
bringing these demands to life yet they will all take
time, money, and a lot of patience.
In closing, if you haven’t stopped in recently to look
around, take in a program, or check out a resource
please do and when you are here, be sure to say
hello!
~ Ryan Deery

Crunching the Numbers
The Suttons Bay Bingham
District Library received a
total of $188,930 for our
fiscal year which began
July 1st 2012 and ended
June 30th 2013. Support
from the townships and
via penal fines remained
constant while state based
funding increased
marginally.
The Library spent $188,930
for the fiscal year.
Materials including books
etc. accounted for 14% of
expenditures near the state
average of 13%. $36,470 in
capital upgrades included
a new roof, exterior
painting, and the
remodeling of our lower
level community room.

Volunteer Profile: Gloria Hummel
Tell us a bit about yourself? I have three grown children and six grandchildren.
We have lived in Suttons Bay for 50 years and love it.
How long have you volunteered and why do you do it? I'm not sure how many
years I have volunteered but I started when Amelia Green was the librarian a long
time ago. I enjoy seeing and helping many different people.
What is your favorite part about volunteering? Stamping and checking in new books and
wrapping them in protective covering...that way I get to see what's coming into the library first hand.
Are there are any recent books you have read that really stand out? I belong to the Suttons
Bay Library Book Discussion Group so I've read lots of good and some challenging books over the years.
I especially liked “Cutting for Stone” by Abraham Verghese and “Team of Rivals” by Doris Kearns
Goodwin. There are just too many to mention them all.
What do you do when you aren’t at the Library? I love taking long walks with my little dog,
reading, gardening, and just being outdoors keeping busy. In winter I enjoy cross country skiing and
snowshoeing.
If you were granted one wish, what would it be? At my age, it would be good health. I am
assuming you are asking for a personal wish not an all encompassing one like world peace!

